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1869.] Life and Letters of Wilder Dwight. 327 

"While we are debating whether our oldest college is doing all it might to 
modernize its methods of teaching, it is gratifying to be thus convinced 
that one course of study, and one leading, perhaps, to as solid results as 
any, is under such competent guidance. The soundness of thought, the 
cautiousness of statement, and the breadth of view which characterize 
this academical discourse, are in themselves the most pithy demonstra- 
tion of the uses of the special science it illustrates. If the atmosphere 
of the past does nothing more than produce the ripe suavity of mind 
and firmness of judgment which we find in these pages, it must indeed 
be healthful, and we can think of a good many patients who would be 
benefited by breathing it from time to time. Professor Torrey enforces 
with the clear succinctness of practised thought the advantage which 
men of this and the other calling may find in the study of history. But 
there is none of the easy generalization of the smatterer. He also de- 
fines clearly the limitations to which every well-considered statement 
of doctrine is subject. Indeed, his treatment of a topic where a little 
partiality would be pardonable is another proof, if any were wanting, 
that fairness of mind is not the least valuable result of thorough cul- 
ture. To show the friendly and even helpful relation of one study to 
all the rest, as it is done here, is an excellent service to young men 
about to enter upon professions where they will run the risk of being 
narrowed into specialists. We are glad to hear that Mr. Torrey is to 
deliver a course of public lectures in Baltimore. We wish he could 
oftener overcome the modesty which has hitherto confined his great pow- 
ers and attainments to the duties of his chair, and the appreciation of 
friends. We cannot leave the lecture without saying that the style is 
in keeping with the substance, clear, idiomatic, pointed, — in short, 
English. 



19. — Life and Letters of Wilder Dwight, Lieut- Col. Second Mass. 
Inf. Vols. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1868. 8vo. pp.351. 

If the value of a life were to be estimated by its events and not by 
its spirit, if its success were in what it had accomplished rather than in 
what it was, then the biography of a young man killed in battle at 
thirty, with only a single year's share in that larger existence which 
impinges upon history, would seem one of the most fruitless of human 
undertakings. And yet to die for one's country as this youth did, with 
a clear understanding of what it was he gave his life for, and to do it 
before one had otherwise made that mark on the world which he might 
fairly expect to make, " to cease and make no noise," may be fairly 
reckoned among the highest kinds of success ; for it was nothing less 
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than that most splendid of human achievements, the sacrificing of the 
seen and calculable to the unseen and incalculable, the recognition of 
the ideal as infinitely more real than the actual. The lesson is of all 
the more value in this instance that we see in Wilder Dwight a singular 
practical efficiency, sure of making its way in any career upon which 
it might have entered. 

Governor Andrew once said, that there was not a family that had 
been in Massachusetts two hundred years that did not hold a commis- 
sion in her volunteers, and not one that had disgraced itself. Colonel 
Dwight was a good example of this. Of the best blood in New Eng- 
land, (and there is none better,) he showed the best qualities of the stock 
from which he sprang. Thoughtful, courageous, and with the high- 
minded devotion that comes of culture and reflection, he was a fitting 
example of the sacrifices which have left so many Northern households 
proudly desolate. It would be well, if this biography could be reprinted 
in some cheaper and more popular form ; for it would do more in shaping 
the lives of our youth to magnanimous ends than a wilderness of tracts. 
His was a religion of the quiet kind, that makes no show, but tells. 

The life is mainly told by extracts from young Dwight's journals and 
letters. This has been done with singular discretion by his mother. 
It would be an intrusion on the sacredness of her grief to say more than 
that she has had the firmness not to let her private sorrow intrude upon 
a narrative pathetic enough in its own grave simplicity. 



20. — 1. Kathrina ; her Life and mine, in a Poem. By J. G. Holland. 
Illustrations by W. J. Hennessy and C. C. Griswold. Engraved by 
W.J.Linton. New York : C. Scribner & Co. 1869. 

2. Lochley Hall. By Alfred Tennyson. Illustrations by W. J. 
Hennessy. Boston : Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1868. 

3. A Christmas Carol. By Charles Dickens. Illustrations by S. 
Eytinge. Boston : Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1868. 

4. The Flower and the Star, and other Stories for Children. Written 
and illustrated by W. J. Linton. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 
1868. 

5. Sketches Abroad, with Pen and Pencil. By Felix O. C. Darlet. 
New York : Hurd and Houghton. 1868. 

It might, perhaps, be a matter of question, whether the very name of 
" gift " books does not place them under protection of the proverb which 
guards gift horses. If bought by many people and given to many peo- 
ple, they might be said to have satisfied the ends for which they were 



